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what we are finally going to accept as the nal 

plan, and hopefully, government can help us from 

there. 

And I thank one-third of the Counci: 

being here, only three of you, but you c ise 

one-third of this Council. So thank you very 

much for this opportunity, and we hope that we 

will continue our discussions in the future. 

9 CHAIR MATEO: Thank you very much. 

10 Moving on to Maui Adult Day Care, Sandy 

11 Freeman. 

12 MS. FREEMAN: I would like to just say I support what 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

has just been said. They took the words, of 

course, right out of my mouth. 

But we moved here ten years ago from 

California, and I would like to say, I think 

this County needs to be very much commended for 

the support that they provide to us. We could 

not do without the support that all of you 

provide. And I would chalk up the services that 

we do give here up to any that I dealt with. 

And I had a mother and an aunt that I care 

glve - gave to, and the services were not the 

quality, I feel, and the - the caring s 

It was a business for them there. And ag _ 
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thank you all very much, and also thank you, 

colleagues, for the support that they give to 

us. 

94 

4 CHAIR MATEO: Thank you. 

5 Hale Makua. 

6 MR. KRIEG: Yeah, Tony Krieg, Hale Makua, and 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Chairman of the Partnership. I guess what I 

want to tell people who may be watching and also 

after thanking the Council for -- and Chairman 

Mateo for giving us this opportunity, is t 

this whole effort was started by the Robe Wood 

Johnson Foundation across the country because 

they recognize that there's - that government 

is not the total solution, and that by b nging 

citizens together and talking about the past, 

what was good about the past, and what needs to 

be remembered, and what needs to be thought of 

for the future, is really a citizen c izens 

can make a great deal of difference. 

So while you have seen a number of us 

who are providers and planners, and I guess Rick 

is the only real consumer member we have 

here, but - but as you can tell, even though 

he's been a Council member in the past, and is 

used to speaking this way, he's -- he's 
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becoming -- he is reminding us what we need to 

remember and think about. And I guess I would 

encourage those of you who are watching this, 

to -- to call -- to call Rita, and s wil g ve 

you the information. 

We couldn't have had the kind of input 

into our planning process without just ordinary 

citizens. May Fujiwara is in the audience, 

couldnft get her up here today. But she's been 

a very important member of our Core Leadership 

team, along with some other members. 

So I guess what I have been saying for 

the past three or four years, when we were 

putting this together, if you leave it t th 

professionals, you'll get what you got. So come 

and join us and help design the future of caring 

for frail, elder, and disabled people because 

you can make a difference. Thank you. 

19 CHAIR MATEO: Thank you very much. 

20 Project Director for the Maui Long Term 

21 Partnership, Rita Barreras. 

22 MS. BARRERAS: Okay. Thank you very much. It's been 

23 a pleasure being here today and participating in 

24 this great discussion. I want to thank the 

25 Council and the Council staff. They have en 
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very helpful behind the scenes, helping us get 

things set up. Thank our partnership and - and 

just everybody who has been involved. 

One thing that I started out in my 

presentation was talking about community 

solutions. And I sometimes describe the six 

regions as we have six laboratory experiments 

going on around the island. Because every time 

I go to a meeting, some new idea has come up. 

And you know, Rick Medina, I kid him a lot, 

because he says, you know, he thought wa 

going to retire, and we have him in me ings all 

the time. 

But it's such creativity going on ln 

these discussions that I would encourage other 

people in the community here on Maui and the 

other islands to call me. Please join our 

co~~ittees. I think it's you will find it 

very worthwhile, in terms - if you have some 

ideas out there, please bring them forwa 

If you have caregiving stories t 

would like to share with us, we are col eCLi 

stories. We would also encourage Council 

Members to share any stories you may have with 

us, personally or otherwise, your constituents, 
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because we find that through stories, that's how 

we get the message across about the need -

needs here in long-term care and careg ng and 

preparing for your own self. 

So we have brochures if anybody 

there would like to get copies. We have lots of 

material to share with you. I will be ad to 

mail those to you. Otherwise, you can call us 

at 871-7749. Our e-mail address is 

info@mauilongtermcare.org, and also our website, 

please visit that because there's a lot of 

information out there about what we do, and like 

I said, we are going to have an on-line resource 

directory in five to six months. And 

www.mauilongtermcare.org. 

So mahalo, and our new theme for the 

Maui Long Term Care Pa nership, you 11 ar 

more about, we are known as the Maui Long Term 

Care Partnership, Aging with Aloha. Mahalo. 

20 CHAIR MATEO: Thank you very much. 

21 

22 

From the County1s 0 ice on Aging r 

Mr. Tomoso. 

23 MR. TOMOSO: Yes, thank you, Mr. Chair and and 

24 Members of Council in the Housing and Human 

25 Services Committee. It I S always a pleas'ure for 
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a member of your County government from t 

executive branch to come up to the legisl ive 

branch, and we really appreciate it. 

There's a collaboration internal to 

governmental operations, and we are very much a 

part of that, and we like that. This 

partnership is collaboration that is very unique 

throughout the entire Hawaii State aging 

network. In fact, my aging network colleagues, 

as Tony knows, are coming here in April, a 

they want a presentation from the Pa nership. 

So the entire State is learning from t 

collaboration. And through collaboration, we 

can leverage many of our resources, not the 

least of which are the County's fiscal 

resources. 

I want you to know that through the Maui 

County Office on Aging, we are very accountable 

and responsible for all those special and 

general revenue resources that come to us. In 

fact, I just wanted to mention, that e H u 

Mamo project goes - with the County s ck 

five, six years. It was originally a -- a eIP 

grant you gave to the Parks Department, which 

was then given over to the Grants Management 
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Division to monitor and to make sure that the --

that the refurbishing of that place at the old 

Hana Community School Center site became the 

Hale Hu1u Mamo, and then now there was some 

program resources added to it. 

So - so from the get-go, that's en a 

County project, but 's been leveraged now 

through collaborative efforts of many of the 

partners in the Partnership. And we just want 

to be a part of the collaboration. My 

colleagues and I in the Department are very much 

a part of this. In fact, the -- that Director 

that's gOlng on there initially got its funding 

from a general revenue grant we got from the 

County budget in our office. And so you are 

seeing County money there being leveraged 

Partnership resources and collaboration, and we 

just want to be a part of that, forever 

ever, amen. 

20 CHAIR MATEO: Thank you, Kahu. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Before you know, like we -- we ask 

the Members for closing comments, I would also 

like to - to ask Mr. Summers if you can also 

comment. Earlier, we heard from the panel that 

one of their primary interests was to be 
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included or to be able to participate in -- in 

the upcoming General Plan Advisory Group. 

Member Pontanilla responded by -- by saying that 

they can still participate as the body 

deliberates throughout the process. 

Can you kind of elaborate on what 

options are available to them in their quest to 

participate with the process so their issue is 

considered and perhaps added on to the General 

Plan? 

11 MR. SUMMERS: Thank you, Committee Chair Mateo. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

We welcome the opportun y to have the 

Committee participate in the General Plan 

update. There are serious and important 

implications for this social trend, not only in 

the County of Maui but in the State and the 

nation as a whole. Their input will be very 

important as we look at our land use choices 

that will be confronting us, what type of x of 

dwelling units we want to encourage, more 

mu i family, ohana un s, townhouses. 

of infrastructure and anning for 

infrastructure, assisted living facilities, 

long-term care infrastructure transportation 

facilities, making sure that we have the fiscal 
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capacity and we start early in terms of planning 

and setting aside money to upgrade that 

infrastructure. 

Also the impact on our labor supply over 

time is going to be very important. We need to 

look at this in terms of it how it will affect 

the structure of our economy. 

We will have a number of opportunities 

for the participants to get involved in the 

process, by attending General Plan Advisory 

Committee meetings. We will be having a number 

of outreach meetings. We will be having a large 

planning fair. It would be a great opportunity 

to have a booth during that. We are setting up 

a Technical Advisory committee and would love to 

have the County Of ce of Aging repres ed on 

that. So there will be a number of 

opportunities to participate and update he 

general plan, and we welcome that. Thank 

very much. 

21 CHAIR MATEO: Thank you, Mr. Summers. Very, very 

22 

23 

24 

25 

good information for all of us. Yeah. 

Members, any - any last comments at 

this time? 

Mr. Pontanilla. 
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1 VICE-CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Chair. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

I just want to thank the panelists for 

being here this morning. We have learned a lot 

as far as the issues that they face, and 

hopefully, as County Council Members, that we 

can support the issues that are being presented 

7 to us. So thank you, Chair. 

8 CHAIR MATEO: Thank you, Mr. Pontanilla. 

9 Ms. Johnson. 

10 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: I also wanted to mention, 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Chair Mateo, that one of the things that I 

really was grateful for, if you remember a long 

while ago when Council Chair Kawano was still 

with us, we had some of our long-term care 

patients over on Molokai, and it was such an 

aging facility. You know, the hospital was in 

need of work. And I will always remember how 

this Council, you know - and I am sure you were 

working behind the scenes to help Chair Kawano 

at that time - this Council did put money into 

revamping the hosp aI, and there are s . ~ 

long-term care patients there at Molokai General 

Hospital. So sometimes we think we don't do 

things, we forget that we do things, and so that 

was a direct effort, though, that I think really 
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pays tribute to just how much people care about 

others, and Pat really cared about his community 

in the same way that I know that you do, 

Mr. Chair. 

But I want to thank the Members of the 

Long Term Care Partnership. They have all ne 

such a great job. And it is sort of a mu 

admiration society, because we all -- we a ~ 

like, you know, the energy that others have, and 

say, oh, my gosh, why didn't I think of that 

idea? The other day somebody came up with a 

great theme, this Aging, you know, with Aloha. 

Everybody brings something to the table. 

And what I think government, and as your 

representative for the Council on Aging and also 

just through my individual participation as one 

of the partnership Members and -- and Chairs or 

Co-Chairs, I think what I bring forward is 

experience here in this chambers, my personal 

experience, but then also, during the budget 

process and going through everything that we go 

through in our daily lives, I have learned so 

much from these wonderful individuals and from 

the many people who are also, you know, a part 

of this larger partnership. The individual 
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community groups are doing so much. I mean, 

Rick Rutiz out in Hana, Malia Shimamura in 

Lahainaluna High School, we're -- the ki are 

excited now. We are gathering momentum. We are 

gathering information. We are sharing it. It 

is exciting. And aging doesn't have to be a 

frightening thing. It has to be something that 

you embrace, at least from my perspective. 

That's the way I am approaching it. 

And so whatever we can contribute 

what John had to say today is so important 

because you can't separate I can't separate 

the planning issues, from the budget issues, 

from the economic development issues, from the 

safety issues and Civil Defense, and it all 

comes together in one melting pot. 

So I want to thank you, Mr. Chair. And 

you know, I am really appreciative that we have 

quorum today, even though it's bare quorum. I 

know other that Members are also doing 

business, you know, in another venue. 

think that they will avail themselves of the 

opportunity to watch this meeting, learn what we 

can do to make change. We can do it at the 

State level, through our advocacy. We need to 
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change some of the careglver laws that allow 

people to actually render services. We need to 

expand on some of our flexibility with our care 

homes, some of the licensing. I think the State 

needs to look at being a little bit more 

flexible, providing funding even to our 

community college for the endeavors that they 
~ 

have in their programs. 

What we can do and what we have done, at 

this Council, is continue to be a partner. Even 

some of the projects that come before us, I 

think the suggestions that have made -- been 

made today, it's -- it's a great opportunity. 

So I look forward to working with the 

Partnership in doing whatever I personally can 

do through my own personal efforts, but in 

working with you, Mr. Chair, because I think 

that we have a lot of issues that, you know we 

can now focus on in our individual committees 

and this Committee. You know, just be aware of 

what we are facing. 

And we are, all of us -- you know, if 

you are not aging, you are dead. You know what 

I mean, that's the way I look at it. Plain and 

simple. If you are not aging, you are dead. So 
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to me, I would much rather be, as my husband so 

laughingly says when people ask him oh, how you 

doing, Jim? He said still above ground. as 

long as we are still above ground, we ve 0 

able to be a part of the solution, focus on the 

solutions. Let's not focus on the differences 

and the things that separate us. Let's focus on 

the things that bring us together and enable us 

to move forward as a community_ 

So I am willing, and I am still able to 

do whatever I can, and I know that you too, 

Chair, you have been a great support, you know, 

to me personally and to me pro ssionally ln my 

role as a Councilmember. 

So Pat Kawano, wherever you are, we are 

doing the good work that you set a great example 

by. We are helping our community. Thank you. 

18 CHAI MATEO: Thank you, Member Johnson. 

19 Members, with no objections, we 11 

20 file this item. 

21 COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTION. 

22 

23 ACTION: FILING of communication. 

24 

25 CHAIR MATEO: Thank you very much. 
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Under announcements, and I - I also 

take the opportunity to acknowledge this -- this 

real prestigious body that has come together and 

help us understand the urgency and the needs in 

this specific area. I encourage you to work 

hard. I encourage you to do as much as you can 

as quickly as you can because I am aging, so I 

need a place to stay. I need somebody to take 

care of me. So the faster you do your wo f the 

happier I will be. 

But you know what, the bottom line is we 

are in this together, and it takes total 

partnership, and it's not going to, you know, 

just because there's a panel here, they are not 

the only ones who's going to do it. All of us 

need to come together and participate and plan, 

and because it is for all our own benefits. 

So again, thank you all very 

Members, thank you very much for being present 

this morning. 

The Housing and Human Services Committee 

meeting for November 3, 2005 is adjourned. 

(Gavel.) 

24 ADJOURNED: 11:33 a.m. 

25 
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